
WWII Hero Worked from ‘Home’
Herman Stern: Businessman, 
Community and Civic Leader, 

and Holocaust Rescuer
	 In 1932, local Jewish immigrant 
Herman Stern, owner of Straus Clothing 
in Valley City, received a letter from his 
niece Klara, asking to bring her to Amer-
ica as she could not find work in Germa-
ny. Due to the Depression, Stern was not 
able to assist Klara at that time. But after 
Adolf Hitler was appointed chancellor in 
1933, conditions worsened for the Jew-
ish people in Germany. With the help of 
North Dakota Senator Gerald Nye and 
Governor William Langer, Stern acquired 
a visa for Klara, and later for nephews, 
Erich and Julius. So began Stern’s work 
to help families flee Germany and ob-
tain citizenship of the United States.	

	 Word quickly spread throughout 
friends and family of the Sterns in Ger-
many, and visa requests poured in. 
The difficulty of obtaining visas during 
this time was immense. Herman had to 
personally vouch for every person he 
brought over, promising that they’d be-
come productive citizens and would not 
rely on the states’ funding for welfare. 
He also had to ensure employment and 
find sponsors to help bring them over. 
Stern called on business acquaintances 
throughout the Midwest to sponsor and 
co-sponsor a number of the immigration 
requests. These acquaintances ranged 
in location from North Dakota, Chicago, 

Minnesota, and New York, and by 
1938, Stern helped relocate rough-
ly one hundred German immigrants 
to the United States. 
	 As Herman learned more about 
the antisemitism and Hitler’s plans 
for the German Jews, he began to 
work on bringing his three remain-
ing brothers - Adolf, Julius and Mo-
ses - to America while still making 
efforts to rescue European Jews of 
German ancestry. He was able to 
secure visas for Adolf and his wife 
in November of 1941 but Pearl 
Harbor was bombed two weeks 
later, ending any chance of visas 
and immigration for Moses, Julius, 
and Julius’s wife. Tragically, these 
three were murdered in concentra-

tion camps during the war.  
	 The exact count on Stern’s list 
is unknown. He credited himself 
of having brought about 125 immi-
grants to America. Another source 
credits Stern with saving the lives 
of nearly 170 German Jews while 
others claim that it could be any-
where from 175-200. Herman felt 
as though his coming to America 
was “just an accident,” but that he 
and Adeline had a “responsibility to 
make it possible for other people 
to continue to live and have an op-
portunity to enjoy this great coun-
try of ours, which was so good to 
us.” Regardless of exact numbers, 
his efforts to save Jews from Nazi 
Germany was incredibly heroic. 

Want more information?
Scan the QR Code to connect to the
Barnes County Historical Society website.

(Above) Valley City businessman Herman Stern created economic and personal 
opportunities for his community here and in his homeland of Germany.

(Far left) On March 18, 1994, The Grand Forks Herald had a full page write up 
on Herman Stern at the same time the film “Schindler’s List” was
nominated for an Academy Award. 

(Left) For his many achievements and contributions to the state, Stern was 
posthumously presented the 
Theodore Roosevelt Rough Rider 
Award in 2014 by North Dakota 
Governor Jack Dalrymple. The 
award now resides in the Barnes 
County Museum in Valley City.

(Above) A flyer from 2017
advertises the first showing

of a documentary on Herman
Stern by the Video Arts

Studio of Fargo, ND.

The background photo shows the
original Straus Clothing store in the

Kindred Hotel of Valley City.


